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|. Format for Brief and Hearing

On December 3, 4, and 8014, the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission

64/ 2YYAAAAZ2YED 6Af  OPhiheadtyhas beerkopendddoyha publigh ciuk A & O &

reporter will be present at the hearing and if the Commission decides to refer the cagbreegudge
panel, all documents considered by the Commission and the transcript of the proceedings shall become

public recorc?

This brief is submitted to the Commissioners prior to the hearing with the request that each
Commissioner carefully reviewiit preparation for the hearing. The brief covers information about the
case available prior to the investigation by the Commission staff. The hearing will focus on evidence
dzy 02 9SNBR RdzZNRA y 3 KS ardathepbsicanti@ion @vesgdtighd™heé G A A G A2y

Commission has subpoenaed witnesses for this hearing.

Due to the large volume of attachments, this brief is formatted to be read from start to finish

with the attachments inserted directly into the body of the brief.
As always, the Commies will be asked to consider the following options:

1. Conclude that there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial review
and refer the case to a thre@dge panel pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 11588(c).

2. Conclude that there is not suffigieevidence of factual innocence to merit judicial
review and close the investigation pursuant to N.C.G.S. 81468(c). Evidence
favorable to the convicted person would be disclosed to him and his attorney
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 18468(d).

3. Direct thestaff to conduct further investigation into this case and continue the

hearing to a later date.

IN.C.G.S. 8§ 15M68(a)andNCIIC Rules and Procedures Arti[B)
2N.C.G.S. § 15M68(e)




ll. Hearing Withesses

The following people are expected to be called to testify forBleeember3, 4, and 52014

hearing:

- Joseph Sledg&laimant

- I SNX¥YIY . I1SNE {GlridSQa ¢NRIFf 2AdySaa
- Ret. Det. Phillip Little, Lead Sheriff Investigator

- Ret. Agent. Henry Poole, SBI

- Meghan Clement, DNA Expert

- Terry Melton, DNA Expert

- Marty Ludas, Fingerprint Expert

- Sharon Stellato, Commission Associate Director

- Lindsey Guice Smith, Commission Associate Counsel



I1l. Introduction to the Case

OnLabor DaySeptembel6, 1976, the bodies afosephindDavisand her daughter, AileeDavis
were discovered in their home in Elizabethtown, North Carolina. ®othen hadobeen brutally beaten
andstabbed and Aileen had been sexually assaulted. dduese ofleath for both \ctims was

determined to be hemorrhagindue to stab wounds.

On the afternoon of September 5, 1976, Jos§ddgehad escaped from White Lake Prison
Campapproximatelyf 2 dzNJ YAt Sa FTNRY GKS +AO00AYaQ K2YSo I &

(0p))

considered a suspect in the murderSledge was spotted on September 7,897 Fayetteville driving a
stolen car. Sledge was arrested on Septembé®%84 in Dillon, South Carolirend brought back to

North Carolina
At trial, the State presentedvidencethat hairs found od A f S&dy @edie consistent with
{ft SRISQa LWz2oAO KI ANBROD LY FTRRAGAZ2YZ &Spa&dnde

Two jailhouse informants also testified that Sledge had confessedntomittingthe murders. Sledge

(o))
QX
c:

was convicted of two counts of second degree murder and sentenced to life.

Postconviction DNA testing has revealed male DNA profiles on ¢tim¥ilothing and in the
home that exclude Sledge. Additionally, BBIA from thehairsfound on! A f S8dy &sb exclude
Sledge. One of the informants has recanted his testimony. Thisevidefice y 3 gAGK (GKS / 2YY

entire investigationwill be presented at the upcoming hearing.



V. Timeline

Date and Time
(if known)

Event / Description

Sunday Segimberb5,
1976
Between 1 and 4 p.m,

Skdge escapeom White Lake Priso@amp.

Sunday Septembeés,
1976
10 p.m.

Omega Hales last sethge Mctims at their home.

September 5, 1976
Overnight

Sledge stealsld St { YAGKQa O NJ FNRY KSNJ ¢
52NRGKeE /FaaAReQa Of20KAy3a tAySo

Monday September 6
1976
4 p.m.

Wanda Sue Hales finds the bodies of Josephine and Allaeis.

Monday, September
6, 1976
Time Unk.

Sheriff Allen and Deoore arrive and rope off scene. Spectators also
present at scene.

Monday, September
6, 1976
5:15 p.m.

Det. Phillip Little and Dejcarl Storms arrive at the scene and enter the
house.

Monday, September
6, 1976
10:30 p.m.

SBIAgent Sampson arrived scenefakes photograph of shoe trackand
writes a report.

September 7, 1976

- First Autopsy.
-hFFAOSNI 2 KAGS &asSSa {fSR3S
chase follows. Sledge ultimately escapes on foot.

R Nfcad A

September 81976

Sledge arrested in Dillon, SC.

September 9, 1976

Det. Little picks up Sledge in Dillon, SC and bringd&aki to Cumberland
Co. Jail. dter transferred to Bladen Co. Jail. Sledgeearing a blue and
white pullover sweater.

September 10, 1976

-1 3ASy il {FYLBAZ2Y O2ffS0Oda LJdz
clothing. { f S R 8a8 fairs ake toshort to collect.

- Det. Little and Dep. Storms drive Sledge around. Sledge shows them {
route he took on escape and brings them to the clothes he discarded
Fayettevilleb ¢tKSé RNAGS {fSR3IS (G2 0KS
front of the howse. Sledge makes a statement that it must have been a w
YI'y 6SOlIdzaS + ofl O1 Yly ¢2dzZ Ry Qi

ly2zoy

September 11, 1976

15 polygraph of Sledge with five tests. Ressttted f &¢A y 3

September 12, 1976

- Carlos Padella interviewaahd say$e was asleep at time of murders
-5FyASE {fFOSNIIFANB WNX» AydSNIA
5:30 a.m. on Sept."Band did not notice anything unusual.

September 14, 1976

- Grace Harris Baker tells police she saw a man washing his hands and
splashing water on his car at 4 a.m.®@pt.6" at a shop near her house
North of Elizabethtown




- Ernest Johnson interviewed and shows officers small scratches on his

September 6, 1976

David Bryanty § SNIDASgSR FyR al&a KS gl a
anything. His wife and daughter say they saw Aileen Davis alive around
p.m. onSept.5™.

September 17, 1976

Mary Gaitler questioned and knife collected.

Septemberl8, 1976

- Omega Hales interviewed and sayeelast saw Victims at 19.m. onSept.
5,

- Wanda Haleiterviewedand sayshefound Victims at 4.m. onSept.6™.
- Marion Lee Hales interviewed and says he saw a car godi@etion of
+AOGAYAQ (G2 RANI NP3ep6"™60& KAA K2 d;

September 19, 1976

Eddie Lanier interviewed and sayssaw Victims on Aud®, 1976.

September 24, 1976

- SBI completeserology testing and first round of fingerprint comparisons
- David Hanilton interviewed and says he heard William Thomas Haire is
suspect.

October 1, 1976

Bladen County Sheriff requastdditionalassistance from th&BI Agent
Evans assigned to the case.

October 6, 1976

D2@OSNYy2NRa hFTFAOS
arrest and convictioin case

| dzinfisrniBnileSding to anb

October 7, 1976

Secondcrime scene search conducted and additional items e¥idence
and latent prints areollected.

October 11, 1976

A portion of wooden flooring from crime scene beariaghoe track in blood
isremoved and submitted to SBI.

October 19, 1976

Serology performed on scissors from crime scene and knife collected frc
suspect Mary Gaither. No blood detected on either item.

October 22, 1976

Paint analysis on a paintdsh fom the crime scene and paint orpdlow
case locatedt a bridge is completed. The paint is determined to be
different in color and composition.

October 26, 1976

Third search of crime scene conducted by SBI agartt additional items
collected. Ultaviolet light and Luminol examinations conducted.

November 1, 1976

Charles Tyndall antistwo daughters interviewednd deny involvement

November 2, 1976

FBI Hair Analysis Rep@stuedand states hirs found on Victincould have
originated from Sledge.

November 9, 1976

Bodies exhumed and second Autopsies conducted.

June 23, 1977

SBI Deputy Director reviews case.

June 30, 1977

- Additional shoe tread comparison and latent lift comparison done.
- Additionalserology testing done.

July 16, 1977

Investigatorgo to Floridao interview Larry Wayne WhitéWhite refuses
interview.

August 10, 1977

[2YYAS 51 @Aa 0xA00AYaQ az2ykoNRUGK
SBI Director responds that intggtion has failed to produce sufficient
evidence to justify arrest, but is active.

September 12, 1977

- SBI Agent Poole assigned to the investigation.
- SBI eport of other unsolved crimes across the state generated.

September 22 and 23
1977

SBI contacts other law enforcement agencies where Sledge had lived of
travelled seeking information about similar unsolved crimes.

September 23, 1977

Inmate Henry Sellers interviewe@oes not say Sledge confessed.




September 29, 1977

Investigators sarch the crime scenafourth time and find documents
indicating Aileen Davis had worked at a lcmalusement park

September 30, 1977

- Carolyn Hall interviewedndsays she heard JohnRayBenton watcled
the murders and WilliamhlomasHairemay be involved.

- Jenny Tatum interviewed and sdysr brother,JohnnyRayBenton was
staying in a trailer park less than a mile from the VicimsK 2hdziieSkend
of the murder andhat she saw him in new shoes after the murder.

- Kay Tatumnterviewed and saythat William Thomagsiaire told her Sledge
and three others did it.

October 3, 1977

William Dunn interviewed and says he was working with Will@addunt
when two or three men cameaiand said Sledge had confessed.

October 6, 1977

- William O. Huntinterviewed and sayke was with Dunn, but denies
hearing any conversation about Sledge and the murders.

- Moses Betheanterviewed and says his daughter saw Sledge throw
something in a wooded area the day after the murder. She recognized
Sledge from the papers

- Charlie Bluénterviewed about William Dunn Statemeanddenies
knowing anything.

-WFHYSa WrO0l1az2y AYUiSNWASG6SR yR R
- Harry Wombleowner of land leased faimusement parkinterviewed and
refersinvestigators tgparkowner, Hazel Workfor employment records.

October 10, 1977

Kay Tatum interviewed again and gives more details about her conversa
with William Thomagsaire.

October 11, 1977

William Dunngiven a polygngh and no deceptiois indicated.
James Jacksaaconfronted and again denies hearing anything about
Sledge.

October 12, 1977

- Rachel Sessonirsterviewed and says she lives in trailer park nibar
Victims Shesays a month prior tthe murders two bladk men came bgnd
asked if she was alone. When she got her husband,akled for a ride.
Shenever heard JohnnRRayBenton confess $ie heard someone say it was
the Victims(grandson or family. She also saie heard dogs barking the
night of the murder.

- SBI Report states investigation is centered around Sledge.

October 14, 1977

- William O. Hunt given a polygraph with no deception indicated.
- CharlieBlue given a polygraph, but found mentally incompetent.
- James Jacksajivena polygraph with no deception indicated.

October 19, 1977

Captain Sparkman, Superintendent of White Lake P@&ampinterviewed
and says inmate Donald Sutton was also on escape from White Lake Pr
Campat the time of the murders.

October 25, 1977

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Parkénterviewed andsayMarion Lee Hales is suspiciol

October 26, 1977

WFEYS& aWdzyS . dz3¢ 21t GSNR Ay dSNDA
Fayetteville while on escape.

October 27, 1977

Thomas Hart interviewed and sayle@ge cane by his house in Fayetteville
while on escapand had two purses

October 28, 1977

Omega and Wanda Halégerviewedagainand describe when they last say
the Victins and discovery of bodies.




November 2, 1977

- Inmate Adrian Sellers reinterviewedays he heard another inmate say
Sledge made incriminating statements.

- Inmate Julian Broadway interviewed. Says Sledge never confessed. §
said he threw his clothes and a knife away. Said Sledge follows Allah a
wants to do away with the whitrace.

- Marion Hales interviewedndsays he saw a céave from the directions
of the Victimshouseat 4:30 a.m. on Sepé™ and pull into a driveway where
a2YS aofl O0l1aé¢ tAPBSROD

November 4, 1977

- Marion Hales given polygraph with no deception iat&cl.

- Inmate Donald Sutton interviewed and says Sledge told him aheut
escape, and that authorities were trying to gihve murder on him, but
{ft SRIS alAR KS RARYyQl R2 Alo

- Johnny Ray Benton given polygraph with no deception indicated. No
documentation of interview.

November 6, 1977

JohnnyRayBenton givera polygraph with no deception indicated.

November 7, 1977

Inmate Julian Broadwapterviewed a 2°time. He saysSledge said he hid
clothes and a knife.

November 9, 1977

- Elijah Robinsomterviewed and says he heard two of théd O A Y & Q
members killed them and used a broom handle to make it look like one (
the Victims had been raped.

- Elijah Robinson gin a polygraph, but examination terminated.

November 15, 1977

Johnny Ray Benton tellsviestigators he saw Elijah Robinson leave the
+AO0AYEAQ K2dzaS (KS yA3aIKG 2F GKS

November 16, 1977

-W2 Kyyeée wkeé .Syiaz2y NBOlIyda KAA &
anything about the murders.

- Johnny Ray Benton administered a polygraptrecantwith no deception
indicated.

- Jo Ann Chadwick interviewed and does not recall Elijah Robiakamg
abou the murders.

- Capt.Sparkman contactsiVestigators and says Julian Broadway has
additional information.

November 17, 1977

- Julian Broadwaintervieweda 39 time and says Sledge incriminated
himself.
- Julian Broadwagidministered a polygraph witno deception indicated.

November 18, 1977

Viola Campbell interviewed and has no direct information.

November 29, 1977

- Isazarah Smith interviewed and dibt have any information or know
where Rosce Smith was.

- Marie Smith Melvin interviewed andid not have any information or know
where Rosce Smith was.

- Carlos Padella interviewed and diwbt have any information and thks
Roscoe Smittsiin Maryland

November 30, 1977

- William Thomas Hairdllinterviewed andsaysDanny Hairevas suspicious
- Conné Todd Haire interviewed and ditbt have any information

- Samel Smith interviewed and didot have any information or know
where Rosce Smith s.

- Joseph Smith interweed and didhot have any information or know wher
Rosce Smith &.




December 7, 1977

- Theo Jessup interviewed and says Samuel Smith was at her house the
weekend of the murders.

- Daniel Slater Haire Jnterviewed and says he saw lights on at the Yigti ¢
house at 4a.m. Sept6, 1976, but this was not unusual

- Daniel Slater Haire Il interviewed and says he was in the mountains th
weekend of the murders

- Willie McLaughlinnterviewed and says he took Josepmith home around
12a.m.on Sept. 6, 1976

- Margie Jessup Lesamterviewed and says Samuel Smith stayed withdiet
hermotherQ & Kt dzdeBend of the murders, biite was drunk and
stayed on the porch Sunday night.

December 15, 1977

¢tKS D2@SNYy2NRaA hFFAOS R2dzof Sa GK
to amrest and conviction.

December 16, 1977

- Charles Edmundson interviewed and says he ada¢&now anything about
the murders.
- Lonnie Davis interviewed about when he last saw Victims

December 20, 1977

- Roscoe Smith interviewed and says he did notSledge on the night of
the murders.

- Billy Ray Hales interviewed and says he was with his girlfriend the nigh
the murders, but drove by that morning and saw a car parked near the
+ A O lhau¥ea Q

December 21, 1977

Roscoe Smitlscheduled to take polygraph, but refuses

December 27, 1977

Roscoe Smith submits to a polygraph with no deception indicated.

December 28, 1977

- Robert Washington interviewed and says he wgailrin thesame cell
0ft201 ta {fSR3IS FtyR {£SR3IS GFrft1S
- Carlos Wade interviewed and was in jail with Sledge, but did not remer|
him.

- David Pegram interviewed and sdyswas in jail with Sledge, but Sledge
RARY QU GlFf1 G2 Ftyez2ySo

January 6, 1978

Charles Diggs interviewed and sagswvas in jail with Sledge, but did not
hear Sledgsayanything about crime.

January 18, 1978

Sledge Interviewed.

January 19, 1978

Sledge submits to a polygrapbut not completed.

January 20, 1978

Sledge submits to a polygraph with 6 tests and results of deception
indicated.

February 8, 1978

- Thomas Hart interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge and Sled
does not like white people.

- Donald Sutton interviewed 2" time and says he was jail with Sledge
and Sledgé¢alked about escape

- Phil Melvin an associate of Sledgaterviewed and saykse would not tell
anything even if he knew.

February 9, 1978

9F NI aO/ fdNBE AYyiSNIASSSR dprisohréad 4 |
crew. Stdge sneaked off once. Heaknot recallworking theroad crewon
theroady S NJ 6KS +AQ00AYaQ K2YSo

February 10, 1978

Donald Sutton interviewed 3 time and saysSledge talked about escape.

February 15, 1978
Morning

DonaldSuttoninterviewed a # time in Sampson Co. Prison Unit and says
Sledge made incriminating statements and gives more details.




February 15, 1978
Evening

Agent Poole talk&/ith Capt.SparkmanSuperintendent oiVhite Lake Prisor]
Campregarding Herman Baker.

February 16, 1978

Agent Poole, Det. Little, and Capt. Sparkman interview informant Herma
Baker in a hotel room (brought there from prisorBaker ays Sledge made
admissions and spread pepper arouhe backdoor2 ¥ (1 KS #seO

February 17, 1978

Det. Little cokctsa pepper can from the Victisthouse

May 1-4, 1978

First trial. Results in a mistrial because jury unable to reach a verdict.

May 15, 1978

Inmate Adrian Sellers writes to SBI accusémvgstigators of revealing
information about his interviews and asks for protection.

August 2831, 1978

Second Trial. Results in conviction for two counts of second degree mu

September 1, 1978

SBlssues final report closing case.

September 271978

D2@SNYy2NRa hFTFFAOS | I NBnaldSutanzandl$B, 000

to Herman Baker.

December 5, 1978

Check for $2,000 delivered to Donnie Lee Sutton

December 7, 1978

Check for $3,000 delivered to Herman Baker

October 7, 1980

Herman Bakewritesto Det. Littleasking for helmetting work release.

March 20,2000

Sledge contactBlCCenter on Actual Innocen¢€enter) Gase not accepted

June 4, 2003

Sledge files pro se MAR for DNA Testing.

June 11, 2003

MAR for DNA testing granted.

October, 2004

Centeragrees to represent Sledge.

June 72005 DA files affidavit tha€Columbus County f SNJ Q& hTFTFAOS K
at trial.

July 2006 ConsenOrder to transfer evidence to SBI for testing.

March 2008 Judge contact€lak andlearns evidence was neveansferred.

September 2008 Judge revises order and evidence transferred to SBI.

April 9, 2009 SBI reports no DNA profile obtained from pepper box.

May 19, 2009 {. L NBLI2NIA& btheb twé@péartiatprobles oYhdt @atcD f
Sledge.

March 2010 Corsent Gder for DNA testing at private lab.

August 3, 2010

LabCorp reports partial DNA profile from Vid8rslip excludes Sledge.

October 2011

Hairsfrom crime scene deemed missing.

August2012 Il FANR f 20$affiGeR G /£ SNJ Q

October 2012 Hairs sent taCellmarkForensics (Cellmark)r testing.

November 2012 Cellmark reports they werenable to obtain a profile frontwo hairstested.
December 2012 Hairs sent to Mitotypin@ echnologies (Mitotypingpr testing.

December 13, 2012

Mitotyping reports Sledge excluded as contributor of the hairs.

February 12, 2013

DAasksSBI to assist in investigation.

March 18, 2013

Center interviews Herman Baker.

March 19, 2013

Herman Baker signs affidavit recanting trial testimony.

March 25, 2013

Center files MAR.

April 24, 2013 DA files response requesting a hearing.

May 6, 2013 Center refers case to Commission and files Motion to Hold MAR in
Abeyance.

May 9, 2013 DAfiles response to Motion to HollARIn Abeyance and requests MAR
hearing.

July 112013 Hearing held and Motion to HolMARIn Abeyance granted.




V. Law Enforcemeninvestigation

Agencies and Agents

On the day the bodies were discovered, Bladen @ dzy 1 & { KSNAFTFFQa hTFFAOS
Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) began investigation of thisiuetsBhillipLittle of the
BCSQvas assigned to the casAgentLeeSampson ofhe SBI also responded to the crime scemel
assisted with the field investigatiorODn October 1, 1976he Bladen County Sheriff requested
additional SBI agent be assigned to the casefAgehtMarshall Evanef the SBivas assignedOn
September 12, 1977, Agent Henry Poole of the SBhaigsasassigned to the case.

Initial Investigation

There is very little documentation by Deittle of hisinitial investigative effortsn 1976 The
BCSQdile contains a few handwritten reports of interviews. TBESGile contains no reports made by

Det. Little of the crime scene during thefirst days of the investigation.

Det. Little testified at botltrials that he was the first to enter the crime scene and he made
sketches. The sketches aneludedon the fdlowing pages. Photographs introduced at trial are
included in a later portion of this briefan SBlinterview of Det. Little describing the crime scene is

included later in this brief.

10
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Autopsies

Two autopsies were performed on the bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis. Taetdipsies
were doneby Dr.Marvin Thompsomn September 7, 1976Dr. Thompsomletermined the cause of
death forboth Victims to bed & Y2 NNK | 3S & S O2 y R | FdbothVietimsj Brl Thompsandzy R & @ ¢
noted nultiple stab wounds about the face and neck resultingemorrhageandbruises about the face

and head. Heoted vaginal lacerations on Aileen Davis and blood ethanol of .05 for Josephiné Davis.

Thex A O lbadesw@re later exhumed for a second autopsy. Pagosegiven in the Order
for Exhumation wa that prior to burial, palm prints and identifiable fingerprints were not obtained from

the bodies x-rays were not performed, anthe angle and depthfahe wounds was not determined.

The second autopsies wecenductedon November 9, 197@y Dr. William ReaviDr. Reavis

also determined thatbotv/A OG A Y&a AGRASR | da | NBadzZ ( "PFReEVvBY 2 NNK | 3 S

noted seven incise wounds on the bodyJokephine Davis, four wounds on her left hand, bruises on her
forehead and scalp, and three bruises on her chest. He perforaagsxand determined that

Josephine Davis had fractures to both sidéher jawbone® He notedmultiple bruises on thdaceof

Aileen Davigwo small lacerations on her face, two lacerations on her neck, and a laceration at the

entrance to her vagina.
Joseph Sledge

There is no documentation in the file of exactly when Joseph Sledge became a suspect, but
testimony indicatehe wassuspectedmmediately because he had escaped from nearby White Lake
Prison Campn September 5, 19760n September 7, 1976, Sledge was seen in Fayetteville by an officer
andwasinvolved in a car chasesledge wafater arrested in DillonSouth Caslina and transported to

the Cumberland County Jaih September 9, 1976

3NC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Report of Autopsy, Aileen D&@<,2¥, Sept. 7, 1976 and NC Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner Report of Autopsy, Josephine Dav&;126, Sept. 7, 1976.

4Motion and Order for Exhumation, SBI File, SBI Bates Staypg674-4692.

5Second Trial TranscrifBtate v. Sledge’8 CRS 24185 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978 Superior Court
Session Columbus CounBgs.127-129.

61d. Pgs, 121.29.

71d.Pg.134.

81d. Pgs26-86.
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Det. Little testified that on September 12, 197Be and other offices drove Sledge around the
area and Sledge showed him his escape route from White Lake B@sop Sledge k& them to
locations where he hasitolen a car, stolen clothesff a clothesline and showed them where he had
hidden his old clothesOfficersrecovered wo pairs of pants that Sledge showed them he had hidden

Fayetteveillet®

Det. Little testified tha on thedaythey drove Sledge tothe Vitia Q K2 dzaS F Yy R LJ NJ SF

there were five law enforcement officers in three cars. Det. Little testified

We were sitting there in the car, and | had not made any statement to the

defendant. The defendariboked over at the Davis house. He was

handcuffed with his hands in front of him. He lifted his hands and pointed

G2 GKS 5F@A&a K2dzaS IyR &lFARX W' o6fl O]l YlIy |
A white man did it. A black man would not have cut them up likg th

werel!

A polygraph report shows that Sledge submitted to a polyg@pseptember 11, 1976 and the
reports states there were five teswith aNB Y I NJ 4 @& A%/ Bhabe id no investigative report

regarding this polygraph antb information regading whatquestiors were asked.
Investigation

The onlyBCSGQnvestigative reports from the month of SeptemhbEd76are handwritten
shorthand notes by Det. Little. The following interviews are the wmitgen documentd reports in the
BCSO filerom Sepember 1976.

OnSeptember 12, 197@8Det. Littleinterviewed Carlos Mated?adellawho lived across the
woods behind thevictims and was married ta Smith familynember. Padellasaid his bother, Santos
Mateo, was found irthe wooded area betweethe Vidi A Yigm@ andPadS t thon® & May 1976 with

9 At the first trial, Det. Little testified this happened on September 10, 1976, and at the second trial, he testified it
was on September 12, 1976. There is no report or documentation in the BCSO file providing informatiateor a

A polygraph was administered on September 11, 1976.

10Second Trial TranscriBtate v. Sledger8 CRS 24185 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978, Superior Court
Session Columbus CounBgs28-114.

d.1d, Pgs 8®2.

12 SBI File, Polygraph RepSept. 11, 1976, SBI Bates staRg4603.
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afatal gunshot wound tdhe chest A note saythat this isstill under investigation The report says

Padellasaidhe washomein bed wherthe Davismurders took placé?

OnSeptember 12, 197®et. Littleinterviewed Daniel Slater Hairdr.who livednearthe
Victims The report indicates Haisaid he dove byl K S+ A O (ibetWee®5arfd 3:30&m.on

Monday, Sepember6™ and did not notice anything unusu#l.

OnSeptember 14, 197®et. Littleinterviewed Grace Harris BakefThe report indicatethat
Baker aw a car pulled up in front of the store across from heuseon Highway 701north of
Elizabethtownaround 4a.m. on September'® Baker said anan wasled his hands at the water faucet
on the correr of the building and splashewdater onthe hood of his car The report indicatesie subject

looked small, buBakercould not telithe color ofthe car orthe race ofthe man!®

OnSeptember 14, 197@et. Littleinterviewed Ernest JohnsanThe report indicatesohnson

was interviewed because Hiwesnear the Victims and someor{# does not indicate whagaid he had

scratches all over his bodyohnsorwasinterviewedby the Sheriff, a Deputy, and Deittle. The

report indicates Johnsoshowed themtwo small scratches on his back and said he fell. The report

aldli8as a{dzoe2S0G W2Kyazy Aa Iy | {sifl@k2tA0 yR KSI
OnSeptember 16, 197®et. Little interviewedhe Bryant fanily who lived near the Victims

The reportsaysthat David Bryant hdan alcohol problem. David Bryant statibdit he was home all

nighton September 8 y R RdeRiyh@aii anything. He was alone when his wife and daughter went

to church.. N2 lwfféia@didaughter said theyweli G2 OKdzZNOK | ONRaa (KS &GNB:

houseand saw Aileen Davis come out of her house around 8:30 p.m. and go backinside.

A September 17, 1976, handwritten report statbat Det. Little picked up Mary @her for
guestioning. The reporhdicatesthat she had been released frothe Bladen County Jail on September
2, 1976 and had been incarcerated with NailGK S NJp ¢KS NBLR2NI adaraSa a{ dz 2
dagger in her possessioritivblood stains on same Nat #Hzer advised it waanimal blood where he
KFIR RNBX&aaSR | MNlaetasting of théknife vakzhdgatid fodhiood.

BBCSMates stampPg.385.
141d. Pg.398

151d. Pg.397.

1614, Pg.399.

171d. Pgs.394-396.

1814, Pg.386.
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The handwritten reports indicate that on September 18, 1976, Det. Little interviewed the
+AO0GAYAQ TFI Ydabghte/sistet, RiSeghtalkelived Yigar the Victims. She said she took
Josephine Davis home in her eaound10:00 p.m. on September 5, 1976. When they drove tinéo
yard, Aileen Davis came out and talkecher. When Omega left, Josephine Davis was sitting on the
porch. Omega also said Eddie Lanier edihe Victims The report indicates that th¥ictims would get
up during the night and come outside to use the bathroom. Neither drank liguodasephinavas

against itt°

WandaHaled & hYS3I Q& RI tirdlikaieS tNabn Mohd&ySSepiBbeiz NLD76
after GAsthe World Tirnst went off TV Wandawalked to her gandmotheQ & K 2 dzitiSdthaytie y
screen doowasopen andthe wood doorwasclosed. Wanda said the aor only opened partway and
shesaw Josphine and Aileen Davis lying on the floor with blood all over them. She never went inside,

only on the porch and was barefaét

The report also indicates that Wanda saidhe early morning of Septembei'6she saw a car
pull to the road that goes btheir house;a black man got oudf the carand walked down the dirt road,
andthe car turned around and went toward towf. This dirt road rarbesidethe Hales housandled to

the Smith home. The Smith family was later interviewed.

The report indicateshat Marion Lee Hales & h YS 3| Q& Kdza o atybRut4:00R KS &t
a.m.onSeptember 8, heK S NR I @SKAOfS (I 1S 2FF FTNBY (KS RANBC
accelerating very fasgndturn into the dirt road that goes pastis house Marionthought it was a
station wagon and might be green in coldrhe report indicatehe said neither Victim drank liquor and

GKS ¢2dA R 0% KAa tATS 2y Alodé

OnSeptember 19, 197@&ddie Laniewasinterviewedby Det. Little Lanier saidénhad known
the Mctims off and on for 40 yeardde had last seen them around August1976. Lanier saidhat he
spent the night athex A QU A YA Q K2YS 2y 200 44 2the+ A OB AXRARDLIG f ByYJil
the couches inthe living room Lanie said he lad never knownthe VOG AYa (2 RNAY]l YR @

191d. Pgs391-392.
2|4, Pg.393
2l1d. Pg.393.

221d. Pgs.390.
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allow liquor around them Lanierstated hehadnever had sexdaelations with either of the Mtims and

knew of no one who haéf

Documentation in the file shows that on September 16, 1@/B;oadcast was sent to other
agencies nationwide with details of the homicithat stated thatone suspect was in custody. Det.
Little received three responses from other agencies in other states indicating they had similar unsolved
homicides. One agey indicated they had latent lifts. There is no documentation in the file indicating

that prints or evidence from these cases was compared to this%ase.

A New Jersey detective responded tlta¢y were holdinga white male named Raymond Alves
who admitted to raping and killing-80 people between Florida and New Jer$eyater SBI reports
indicatethat Alve<Tingerprints were compared ttatent prints from this scene with no identification

effected.
A handwritten note without a date appeats contain a list of possible suspects. The note says:

1 Roscoe Smith Subject in prison with Joseph Sledge.
T w2a02S { YAGQPK GAa LIJINPR RKFSINJI G a1 | f

on Labor Day of 76 Heard something and ran.

A ,

acbefr@das 2y 2 NJ

1 Donald LedHales- Taken by Sheriff Allen to training school in Rocky Mount, N.C. Sheriff
advises he would carry Donald by hisyga Y 2 § KSNXD & NI SPaRdhg wobld 6 a NBE @ |
talk ugly and treat her mean.

1 BillyRayHales (graneéon)g Grandmother (Mrs. Hales) proised Bill ¥z acre of larghad a
dispute and refused to sign him any propect$ubject (Billy) is believed to be on drugs and
capableoO2 YYA G GAY 3 &dzOK YdZNRSNE® aD2adaAiAll FNRY [/ 2

On October 1, 19765BIAgent Evanwvas requested to assiflet. Little in the investigatior?’
The following report details thstatus of the investigatiofrom October 1, 1976 through November 9,
1976.

2319, Pgs383-389.

241d. Pgs.387-406.

251d. Pgs403-404.

261d. Pgs.49-52.

27 SBI File Bates staniPgs 4564.
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